Field Visit Report
24" March 2023

The Department of History group "B" visited the Qutb Minar on 24" March, 2023 at 11:00
a.m. We were divided in separate groups and were sent for the visit. There were 7 people who
accompanied in our group. A total of 30 students became the part of this trip and got to
experience the vision of Indian Architecture and it's style. The Qutb Minar is a minaret and
"victory tower" that forms part of the Qutb complex, which lies at the site of Delhi’s oldest
fortified city, Lal Kot, founded by the Tomar Rajputs. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
the Mehrauli area of South Delhi, India. It is one of the most visited tourist spots in the city,
mostly built between 1199 and 1220. Pesrian-Arabic and Nagari in different sections of the
Qutb Minar reveal the history of its construction and the later restorations and repairs by Firoz
Shah Tughluq (1351-88) and Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517).The height of Qutb Minar is 72.5
meters, making it the tallest minaret in the world built of bricks. The tower tapers, and has a
14.3 metres (47 feet) base diameter, reducing to 2.7 metres (9 feet) at the top of the peak. It
contains a spiral staircase of 379 steps.The whole tower contains a spiral staircase of 379 steps.
At the foot of the tower is the Quwat Ul Islam Mosque.

The Minar tilts just over 65 cm from the vertical, which is considered to be within safe limits.
Qutb Minar was an inspiration and prototype for many minarets and towers built. The Chand
Minar and Mini Qutub Minar bear resemblance to the Qutb Minar and inspired from it. Qutb-
ud-din Aibak, a deputy of Muhammad of Ghor, who founded the Delhi Sultanate after
Muhammad of Ghor's death, started construction of the Qutb Minar's first story in 1199.
Aibak's successor and son-in-law Shamsuddin Iltutmish completed a further three stories. After
a lightning strike in 1369 damaged the then top story, the ruler at the time, Firuz Shah Tughlaq,
replaced the damaged story and added one more. Sher Shah Suri also added an entrance while
he was ruling and the Mughal emperor Humayun was in exile.The Qutb Minar complex are
monuments and buildings from the Delhi Sultanate at Mehrauli in Delhi, India.Construction of
the Qutub Minar "victory tower"” in the complex, named after the religious figure Sufi Saint
Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiar Kaki, was begun by Qutb-ud-din Aibak, who later became the
first Sultan of Delhi of the Mamluk dynasty (Gulam Vansh). It was continued by his successor
Iltutmish (a.k.a. Altamash), and finally completed much later by Firoz Shah Tughlag, a Sultan
of Delhi from the Tughlag dynasty (1320-1412) in 1368 AD. The Qubbat-ul-Islam Mosque
(Dome of Islam), later corrupted into Quwwat-ul Islam, stands next to the Qutb Minar.

Many subsequent rulers, including the Tughlags, Alauddin Khalji and the British added
structures to the complex. Apart from the Qutb Minar and the Quwwat ul-Islam Mosque, other
structures in the complex include the Alai Darwaza gate, the Alai Minar and the Iron pillar.
The Quwwat ul-Islam Mosque was originally built from the remains of 27 older Hindu and
Jain temples. The pillars of the temples were reused and the original images plastered over.[8]
Inside the complex lie the tombs of Iltutmish, Alauddin Khalji and Imam Zamin.

The students were elated as they got such a great opportunity to witness the beauty of Indo -
persian Architecture. A round 60 students participated
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